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WASHINGTON’—The young man works |
for a senator and the older man worLs
for ‘the Sovxet Union. .

" They met in rataurants m Washmgton S
Iashxonable Georgetown section.. The
Young man would nge envelope; to the
Soviet. - &

‘Was thls a spy operatmn" Or just a
socxal friendship in which-one friend was
giving another stuff anyone could £md in.-

any public lxbrary" - ,3'

‘The FBI, which was watchm" the'

meetings.” doesn't "know." One"reason jt'they are not at all certain it is aceurate..
does not know is that the young Ameri-:

can, 24-year-old John Rote, . has given,

conflicting accounts,.apparcntly depend- _

ing on his mood.

: SOMET!MES, ‘THE" Tribune ims
Jearned, Rote has confessed; even brag-,
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servatwes, and conservahves tend to'
have close contacts in the intelligence!
agencies, putting them in a geod spot to,
.Jeak damaging information about fol!.s
'they don't like. :--

7 So they have leaked mformatmn tnat'
Rote"gave the Soviet classified matenal,
‘about the sccurity system at the sensz-'

A‘,q-n-u A'

tive Rocky Flats nucIear v.eapona stafion:
in Colorado, ..

Knowledgeable soarces comu‘med that
such information was in_the files. But;,

‘These sources said:John Rote is-clearly -
arrogant and provbably immature. But
(hat does not mean he xs a sp} ’

CONSERVATIVES IN. ond ont of the
intellizence world also want reporters to .

. know that a’former coworker of Rote's on. &=

ged, that he gave the. Sovxets all sorts of |the Weicker staff, Audrey Cole, ““disap-.

classified ‘information. So some JFBLjpear

agents think they have a real spy case.
But at other.times, Rote has ¥nsisteq

:that he handed over only {'public infor-’
‘mation about U.S.-Soviet relations,” and

iother agents’ think that his "confessiqps" pear. She'just resigned and is on vacation ‘» {THIS' ACTWITY has’ ‘sparked 2 ﬂurry

‘were Just postunng e A

"The Rote case is as pohtxcally dehcate
as it is confusing.’The senator He works
for is Lowell Weicker (R., Conn.), who is
‘in a ‘tough renomination battle against’
Prescott Bush, the vice president’s !
brother. ‘Vice, President George Bush
once served -as CIA Director. i .-

: BUSH ls T}IE candidate of _the con-

. xeStaurants called the fl'h:rd Ed't on- and.

atlm&spy. . < ¢

"> after: the FBI interviewsd her.
about Rote, and that she had wsxted Cuba i,
soore than once and had been seen v.zth
Cuban intelligence agents.? »-

. Weicker's ‘office said she dxdn t dtsap-

* in.Mexico City. As to her alleged- trips fo
- Cuba and associations with Cubans, they -
could -not -be conIu:med by federal au-
thorities. = - w
One aspect of ‘the case mat does ot
surprise . officials is Rote's’age. Joel.:-
{ Lisker, chief.counsel of: the Senate sub-
‘committee “on’ secunty and térrorisnr, |
: |said Soviet -agents coramonly seek- ou..f-
young - and polentxa!ly nane Capxtol Hul
'azdes Al £
In tlng.case, the Sowet was apparent!y’
nof. 2 spy, but a: press-aide. reportedly ;| -
nicknamed. Mike, ‘who met ‘with Rote at'-

the Amencan Cafe.

l\ WASHI\GTO\ thongh b xsmdelf;
- believed that- -everyone connected ‘with:
the Soviet Embassy is at least a part-

.For years FB1 ewcecunves have com-
p!amed about Soviet agents, operatmg on/
Capitol Hill attempting to wrest informa- :

l

tion from staff members by both clandes- :
tine means and. open approaches.
Two years ago a former CIA ofhcer

"“as convicted. of hiring out to the KGB '

a1d then altempting to. get a job on the
staffs of both the House and Senate Intel-
ligence: Committees, . L.

..‘.S cu

: ductmg one; -Chairman-Orris Hateh® (R
“.Utah) -of - the Senate"Labor- Comnxtuee

| .. FitzSimons 5aid Weicker had'said, -“1-

Ao mtoom e wrrimeo

}Bl Dnrector leham Webster Ire-.

_quently complains -about the Soviet net- !

“work on Capitol Hill. At 'a recent hearing | s

. before a Judxczary subcommittee on tor—
4 yorism and-security, Webster identified
the Soviet officials who were in the room |
to hear tbe dxrectors presentatxon i

. RECE\‘TLY IT HAS. hecome apparent

NP :that the membets of the;Soviet military :
“ attache office here have baen partxcular-
]y active on Capitol Hill.
~: A naval attache, Vladxm" Kva:ov was
dxscox éred: to. have ‘applied at the con-'-

i gressxonal ‘General Accounting Office to;

, receive ‘several : classified studxes of

:_ weapons systems: ' Kvasov had applied for .

" the studies by citing secret code numbers

obt ined from a yet—nm\noym source. -

i
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Another mlhtary operame, Bor's'

Tatarmtsev, also “requested numerots”

- General Accounting ‘Office reports, and |
.still other KGB-and GRU (secret: police.
and rmhtary mtelhgence ‘respectively)
agents have bee'x actwe .on Cap,tol Hul;

of probes. ‘Sen.. " Jeremiah . Denton: AR,
Ala ¥-of the- Judxcmry Commntee—xs con~

~"another; Sen. “Williari. Roth. (R., DLy a
.+ third; and the Senate Intelhgence Com-
" mittee a fourth:-

Senate oIﬁcxals saxd that the mtellx-
gence commxttee xs e\amuunﬂ the Rote
case. :

“elcker \sho has reponedly coopec—
" ated fully with thie: ‘FBI, has, refused to
dismiss Rote.*In the absence of chargss
of any kind, it would he totally impropec
for the senator to: pass. .judgment,”’ said.

~ Brendan FitzSimons, his | press Secretary.

have not seen.a classified doctment ‘in
my committee for:a. coupxe of. 3ea"s

“much less.dja.my. offxce.. Ty Tkt

-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000707050001-3

@?’,_f_”%%ﬁ spy?‘




